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About 30 volunteers will be
rifling through trash today at 8 a.m.
to show students what they are
doing wrong.
“We’re doing this to see what
students are throwing away,” said
Megan Fluke, director of the Environmental Resource Center and
a senior environmental studies major, “to see what percentage of recycling is ending up in the garbage,
and just trying to make students
more aware of what their actions
lead to. All this recycling is going
to the dumps.”
The trash audit will begin in
front of Duncan Hall, where volunteers will go through all of the
building’s previous day’s trash and
remove and weigh anything that
can be recycled.
At 11 a.m., the group will move
to the Boccardo Business Complex, where they will go through
all of the trash from that building
as well as the Art building and
Dudley Moorhead Hall. Fluke said
she expects the audit to last until
about 2 p.m.
“Originally they wanted to analyze the waste from random bags
taken from each of the buildings
on campus,” said SJSU Recycling
and Moving Services Specialist Terry Ramirez. “But that was
too hard to arrange with the time
that we had. So instead, we did
all of the waste from a few of the
buildings.”
Fluke said, “It was a month-and-

a-half ago where I was meeting
with Facilities, and we were talking about what was in our waste
and what we could do to make students more aware of what they are
throwing away.”
Ramirez said that people from
SJSU’s Facilities Development and
Operations have helped out logistically, but the students have run
everything else.
“This is mostly student-run,”
Ramirez said. “I do want to be
there for support, and I need to
show the students how to run the
compactor.”
Fluke was disappointed that the
volunteers wouldn’t be able to do
a trash audit on the whole campus but said the trash they pick up
will give an accurate representation of the what the student body
throws away.
When finished, three students
from the class Environmental
Studies 110: Resource Analysis
will perform an audit of the trash,
showing how much of the trash that
would be going straight to a landfill
is recyclable, Ramirez said.
The auditors will be weighing
paper, glass, recyclable plastic,
metals, compost, “other” and nonrecyclable garbage, Fluke said.
“(We’re) trying to show how
much energy we can save if all the
recyclables that we throw away
were recycled,” said Christian Rodriguez, a freshman biology major
who works for the center.
After the event, the trash will be
taken to the compactor and the recyclables will be recycled.
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State cuts spur CSU forum

Selected buildings targeted in eﬀort
Staff Writer
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Group to audit
campus waste
for recyclables
By COLLEEN WATSON
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ABOVE: As they
listened to the forum
speakers, audience
members ate free
lunches and filled out
“I want to help!” cards.
RIGHT: Many
attended the CSU
Budget Forum on
Wednesday to
discuss Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger’s
proposed $386
million budget cut.

‘No-cuts’ voices
emanate podium

Student turnout
sparse at Ballroom

By TOMMY WRIGHT

By TARA DUFFY

Staff Writer

Staff Writer

At all 23 California State University campuses across the state,
forums are taking place to discuss
the danger of budget cuts the governor has introduced in response to the
state’s deficit.
An audience of about 250 people
gathered at the Barrett Ballroom in
the Student Union on Wednesday
for San Jose State University’s
budget forum. Speakers at the forum included SJSU President Don
Kassing, San Jose City Councilman
Sam Liccardo and representatives
of faculty, staff, students, alumni
and labor groups.
The governor’s proposed budget
will reduce $386 million from the CSU
budget, including $73 million needed
to stop an increase in tuition fees.
According to Kassing, the goal
of the forum was to “organize a
systemwide united advocacy effort
called the alliance for the CSU that
will persuade the governor and the
legislature to restore budget cuts to
the CSU.”
The effort is named Alliance for
the CSU. Volunteers passed out information cards at the forum for audience members to join the group.
While at the podium, Kassing
said there were three key messages
that he and the other speakers wanted to address.
“The first one is proposed budget cuts will impact student access
to the CSU,” he said, “since not all
qualified students are going to be

The majority of the more than
250 people at the California State
University budget forum appeared
to be professors and other staff
members of the CSU system — few
were students.
The focus of the meeting, which
was held Wednesday at noon in the
Student Union, was how the CSU
proposed budget cuts might affect
students.
Some of the students in attendance said they heard about
the budget meeting from their
professors.
“Well, I heard that I may have to
pay more for college, and I thought
I would find out why and find out
more about the issue,” said Aaron
Moon, a freshman music major.
Moon said he heard about the
meeting from his professor.
“She doesn’t make a lot of announcements, so I thought I should
check this out,” he said.
As the meeting went on, a
few more students trickled in
and stood along the back wall of
the Barrett Ballroom inside the
Student Union.
“I just wanted to learn more about
the situation and find ways to support
the CSU. My professor, Jonathan
Karpf, he made it very apparent that
this is something we should attend,”
said Faith Chihil, 20, a sophomore
advertising major.
“It takes a lot of people to
make a difference, and we can be

See FORUM, page 2

See BUDGET, page 8
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Class project takes aim at the blue bins
Environmental studies students team up with Greek-lifers in recycling drive
By KATE TAYLOR
Staff Writer

CINTHIA RODRIGUEZ / SPARTAN DAILY

Minh Pham, a sophmore biology major, says he recycles his glass
bottles for the simple joy of it.

Environmental Studies 181, a
class at SJSU also called the Environmental Resource Center, is planning a recycling project for the university’s fraternities and sororities.
Megan Fluke, a senior environmental studies major and the director of the center, said she and Katie
Voegtle, assistant director of the center, lead a group of about 22 students
in different environmental projects.
“I guess you could call that my
committee,” she said.
Fluke, 21, said the class sent emails to each fraternity and sorority
on campus requesting information
about their garbage output.
“What we’re trying to do right
now is working with the Greeks,”
Fluke said, “to get them to switch to
Allied Waste.”
She said fraternity and sorority

houses are considered commercial sorority to recycle.
buildings instead of residential hous“We feel that it would really iming, so they must pay to have their prove their image,” Fluke said of
trash taken care of by one of 15 to 20 Greek involvement in the recycling
trash companies.
project.
Allied
Waste
Fluke said she has
would be considergiven presentations
ably cheaper than
to some of the Greek
what the Greek
houses pitching the
houses are paying,
recycling project and
Fluke said, which
that most of them are
might entice fraterinterested.
nities and sororities
Brandon Cruz, a
BRANDON CRUZ
to recycle.
junior political scijunior
political science major
When she lived at
ence major and house
her sorority’s house,
manager of Sigma
Fluke said she noticed it wasn’t Chi, said his fraternity has already
as environmentally friendly as it instituted a weekly house cleanup,
could be.
when bottles and cans are separated
“One of the biggest things was from regular trash and turned in to a
that there was no option for recycling recycling center for money.
at our house,” she said.
“It think it would be a great idea,”
When she was hired as director of Cruz, 21, said of Fluke’s project, “but
the center, she said, one of her goals it doesn’t seem completely practical
was to get every SJSU fraternity and with some of the recycling situations

“The project looks like

it’s going to work out
in the end.

”

Remembering one of physics department’s finest
By DINA BASLAN
Staff Writer

Former physics
professor, Karamjeet
Arya, taught at SJSU
for 20 years.

Karamjeet Arya, former SJSU
physics professor, died March 28 at
the age of 62 — less than a year following his brain cancer diagnosis.
Arya came from New York, where
he last taught, and in 1988 joined SJSU
as an associate professor. He was later
promoted to professor in 1993.
As a theoretician, Arya had done
research on a variety of topics, including lasers, optical properties of
materials and optical characterization of bio-molecules.
He was a lively, energetic and
enthusiastic person, said physics department chair Kiumars Parvin.

“You could hear him down the
hallway when he was lecturing in
Room 242 quite easily,” remembered
John Yiu, a physics post-graduate
student.
While Arya was on a family visit
to India in summer 2007, however,
the first signs of illness started to
creep on his body.
“He came back in August,” Parvin
said, “and then after various testing
was done, he was diagnosed with
malignant tumor in his brain, and
since he wanted to pursue treatment
of the tumor he took medical leave
and went under radiation and chemotherapy.”
Physics Professor Ramen Bahuguna, who considers Arya a very

close friend, said he last saw him
three weeks ago.
“He was bedridden at that time,
and he was not speaking,” Bahuguna
said, “but by his eyes, I could tell he
was recognizing me and my wife.”
Arya lived with his wife Sunita.
They had one daughter, Ranju, who
graduated from SJSU with a degree
in electrical engineering.
He had shared an office with Professor Irina Berman for 10 years. She
said she has felt lonely ever since he
left and that a lot of things in the office remind her of him, like the microwave he bought for the kitchen.
“Right before this happened to
See OBIT, page 6

at some of the houses.”
He said a lot of the houses have
trouble getting their trash out at all,
so setting up more bins makes the
process more difficult.
Cruz cited the replacement of
his house’s one large trashcan with
two smaller cans if his house were
to switch to Allied Waste, as well as
the problem of accidentally putting
the wrong recyclable materials in the
wrong bins, as potential problems.
“The project looks like it’s going
to work out in the end,” Cruz said.
“It’s just going to take a lot of time.”
Fluke said a lot of the fraternities
recycle cans and bottles at the very
least, but she is currently trying to get
them to also recycle paper, and she
hopes for compost in the future.
“I don’t think that people realize
what kind of impact recycling can
have,” said Christian Rodriguez, a
freshman biology major who is also
in Fluke and Voegtle’s class.
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FORUM Budget cuts to CSU system
‘are not inevitable,’ CFA president says
Continued from page 1
admitted under the current budget
proposal.”
The second message from Kassing was that the state’s work force
relies heavily on graduates from the
CSU system, so the cuts will affect
the state’s industries.
“Proposed budget cuts will impact the long-term prospects of increasing college-going rates, an extraordinarily important issue in this
state,” he said. “In particular, toward
the under-served communities in
California.”
Liz Cara, president of the SJSU
California Faculty Association, explained to the audience that cuts to
the CSU system “are not inevitable.”
“How shortsighted,” Cara said
about the governor’s proposed cuts.

“The CSU is the engine that runs the the director of the state university
economy of California. The CSU police association at SJSU, said the
trains the people who work to make CSU provides 89 percent of the pubthis state profitable and desirable.”
lic safety professionals who are emBenjamin Henderson, president ployed in California. Laws said the
of Associated Students, said the cuts state currently has an entire generawould make it difficult for students tion of police officers and firefighters
to get into the CSU system and earn who will be retiring.
a college degree.
“If these cuts go
He said 10,000 elithrough, where will
gible students would
your public safety
be turned away.
professionals come
He explained how
from?” Laws asked.
powerful education
Henderson said
can be.
that on April 21
“Being educatthere will be an
LIZ CARA
ed makes a person
event in Sacramento
President of the SJSU
free,”
Henderson
to rally against cuts
California Faculty Association
said. “If it did not
to higher education
make a person free,
in California.
“The CSU provides the educathen it would not have been illegal
for slaves to read and write in this tion that keeps the American dream
alive,” Cara said. “So the fight for the
country.”
Sgt. John Laws of the Univer- CSU is really the fight for the state’s
sity Police Department, who is also future.”

“The CSU is the engine

that runs the economy
of California.

”
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SPARTA GUIDE
EVENT CALENDAR

Today
29th Annual Student Research Forum
Please join the Office of Graduate Studies and Research
and the SJSU Research Foundation as we congratulate
five outstanding students and their faculty mentors from
the Colleges of Engineering, Science and Social Sciences.
Noon to 2 p.m. at the Engineering Building, Room 285/287
Contact: Nancy Riley, nriley@foundation.sjsu.edu
Chamber Music Recital “Student Showcase”
Oboe studio of professor Michael Adduci, tuba studio of
Rod Mathews, saxophone studio of professor Wolford and
vocal studio of professor Erie Mills.
12:30 to 1:15 p.m. at the Music Building Concert Hall
Contact: Joan Stubbe, 924-4649, jstubbe@email.sjsu.edu
Study Abroad Information Meeting
Interested in learning about the world first hand? Come
to a study abroad information meeting to learn about
studying abroad in one of 40 different countries, get residential credit for classes taken abroad, all while paying
SJSU tuition and fees.
1 p.m. at Clark Hall, Room 412
Contact: Lisa Baum, studyabroad@sjsu.edu
Art of Living Club’s Thumpin’ Thursday
4:30 to 6 p.m. at Tower Lawn in front of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Library
Contact: Maheen Aktar, 449-7677
Bible Study
Acts 2 Christian Fellowship has weekly Bible studies on
Thursdays.
7 p.m. at the Student Union Costanoan Room
Contact: Justin Foon, 415-786-9873, jfoon1@yahoo.com
Kappa Delta Sorority 11th annual Shamrock
Showcase Lip Synch and Dance Contest
7 to 10 p.m. at the Student Union Barrett Ballroom
Contact: Jennifer, 925-437-9957
Dance 2008/University Dance Theater
Advanced student performance group in pieces by

professional choreographers. Presented by SJSU School
of Music and Dance. $8 for students and seniors. $15
general.
7 p.m. at the SJSU Dance Theatre, Spartan Complex,
Room 219
Contact: 924-5041, dance@sjsu.edu

Tomorrow
Dance 2008/University Dance Theater
Advanced student performance group in pieces by professional choreographers. Presented by SJSU School of Music
and Dance. $8 for students and seniors. $15 general.
10:30 a.m. at the SJSU Dance Theatre, Spartan Complex,
Room 219
Contact: 924-5041, dance@sjsu.edu
Alpha Kappa Delta Phi Sorority Car Wash
11 a.m. at the KFC on Aborn Road
Contact: Anne Rigor, 831-990-3725
QTIP’s First Annual Drag Show and Dance
See SJSU’s finest gender impersonators don their makeup
and do it to it for your entertainment. They’re joined by cityrenowned Beyonsoy and Kerri Hanna. Mix it up afterward
as DJ Shay pumps out the hottest dance, house and urban
jams. $5 Pre-sale. $7 at the door. $5 if dressed in drag.
7 p.m. at the Student Union University Room
Contact: 510-691-1989

Saturday
Alpha Kappa Delta Phi Sorority Car Wash
11 a.m. at the KFC on Aborn Road
Contact: Anne Rigor, 831-990-3725
Dance 2008/University Dance Theater
Advanced student performance group in pieces by
professional choreographers. Presented by SJSU School
of Music and Dance. $8 for students and seniors. $15
general.
2:30 p.m. at the SJSU Dance Theatre, Spartan Complex,
Room 219
Contact: 924-5041, dance@sjsu.edu

Sparta Guide is provided free of charge to students, faculty and staff members. The deadline for entries is noon, three
working days before the desired publication date. Space restrictions may require editing of submission. Entries are printed
in the order in which they are received. Submit entries online at thespartandaily.com or in writing at DBH 209.

Got an opinion?
Send a letter to the editor:

thespartandaily@casa.sjsu.edu
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Try your luck
with ‘21’

PHOTO COURTESY OF SONY PICTURES

By COLLEEN WATSON
Staff Writer

*Written from an entertainment
perspective.
The movie “21” is the pipe
dream of every aspiring gambler
— to take Las Vegas for
everything it’s worth.
But “21” is inspired by true
events. It’s not just a story pulled
out of the ether; this story has
some elements of truth. I stress
some because for those who have
read the book “Bringing Down
the House,” the book of the real
MIT team that card counted in
Las Vegas and that inspired the
film, you will not find an exact

It’s not just a story
pulled out of the ether;
this story has some
elements of truth.
match or even that close of a
match.
“21” begins by hammering
home just how likable a character
Ben, played by Jim Sturgess, is.
He’s an MIT student who recently
got accepted into Harvard
Medical School but can’t find the
money to pay for it (the movie
never explains how he’s paying
for MIT).
Poor Ben is somewhat of a nerd,
has no female friends, and he and
his two best friends (also strong
in the art of social awkwardness)
spend their free time building a
robot for a contest. He spends the
rest of his time either working at a
men’s apparel store or studying.
Enter Mickey, played by Kevin
Spacey, who, with his band of
plucky MIT students, convinces
Ben to come to Vegas, count cards

and take home wads of cash.
The movie was fun to watch.
Sequences at the blackjack tables
following how Ben was counting
the cards were an interesting way
to portray a card game that can be
really boring to watch.
Mickey, the shady college
professor who started the group,
was great to watch. I wish he
had been in the film more often.
Spacey’s portrayal of the slimy
mentor to the MIT team was both
fun and believable.
There was an appearance by
Jeff Ma, who led the real MIT
team and was the inspiration for
Ben’s character. Ironically, he
plays a blackjack dealer.
The romance between Ben and
Jill, another team member, played
by Kate Bosworth, seemed rather
forced, and I didn’t think it was
needed to advance the storyline.
But director Robert Luketic’s
previous works have all been
romantic comedies, so maybe
he felt more comfortable if there
was at least a little romance in the
movie.
Another little thing that
bothered me was that Ben would
keep all his winnings in the ceiling
of his dorm room. Thousands
of dollars in the ceiling? He’s
supposed to be this mathematical
genius, so why wouldn’t he put it
in the bank? Card counting is not
illegal; you can, therefore, claim
it on income tax and put it in a
bank.
Though a few things about the
movie annoyed me, I liked the
portrayal of the card counting
and the difference of the students’
lives between Boston and Las
Vegas.
Overall, I enjoyed the movie,
and after seeing it, I definitely
wanted to head to Las Vegas and
try my own luck.
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INTERVIEW WITH FILM’S DIRECTOR AND LEAD ROLE’S REAL-LIFE COUNTERPART
By COLLEEN WATSON
Staff Writer

“21” is a recently released movie
about a team of MIT students who
learn how to card count and make
millions in Las Vegas.
On March 25, I participated in a
teleconference with Robert Luketic,
the director of the film, and on
Wednesday I joined a teleconference
with Jeff Ma, who was the inspiration
for Ben Campbell, the main character
of the movie.
“I think that the movie itself is very
similar to many experiences I went
through,” Ma said. “The story line
and the plot line are very different.”
“We took the core,” Luketic said.
“Basically team dynamic and the
fundamental system they used,
and then we took a lot of dramatic
license.”
Ma was recruited for the cardcounting team while he was a student
at the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology in the early ’90s.
“I was definitely reluctant to
get involved, primarily because
it didn’t seem like something that
was on the up-and-up in some
respects,” Ma said.
The movie took place over

Have any ideas for the
Student Culture section?
Call the Spartan Daily at
(408) 924-3281

a couple of months, where in
actuality Ma was part of the team
for a number of years. At first he
had some difficulty in balancing
school and trips to Las Vegas.
“It was definitely one of those
things that took me a while,” Ma
said. “It was in some respects a
weekend job. I learned very well to
sort of multitask.”
It had to be believable that Ma
would have thousands of dollars at
his disposal so the casinos wouldn’t
think it was odd a college kid was
dropping so much money.
“I think it was definitely
something that came out of
necessity,” Ma said. “To be able
to be good at blackjack I had to
evolve into an outgoing, energetic,
boisterous guy.”
While working on the team, Ma
regularly got compensated hotel
suites and food. He said the whole
experience was exciting, like when
he was chased out of a riverboat in
Louisiana for being recognized as a
card counter.
Ma said that the most important
thing about the system was the
team.
Though Ma doesn’t talk to many
of his former teammates anymore,

21

he said it was because after 10 years
they’ve drifted apart.
The team spent more than four
years taking millions of dollars
from casinos across the country,
but eventually it all ended.
“Essentially what happened is over
the course of time, they sort of got
clued into what we were doing,” Ma
said. “The gig was kind of up. They
started to watch us like hawks.”
Ma said he believed his time on
the team gave him the experiences
to succeed in business; he has
helped establish four start-ups and is
currently working on Protrade.com.
“We tend to go there a lot, and the
casino always has the advantage.
The casino is always winning,” said
Luketic. “I kind of enjoyed the fact
that a group of MIT geeks came in
and shook things around a bit.”
“I still go to Vegas.” Ma said. “I
don’t play blackjack anywhere. I don’t
need the hassle of people yelling.”
Luketic, on the other hand, played a
couple of hands in Las Vegas.
“My director’s chair is right
beside an active blackjack table,”
he said. “What are you going to do?
So you pull a fifty or a twenty out
of your pocket and you put it down
— and you lose it.”

Count

your

cards

wisely
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The NCAA Final Four: Which team will have its shining moment?
Stories and Campus Voices compiled by John Hornberg

SCOTT LUEKE
Junior, kinesiology

“I think the UCLA Bruins.
They are going to take it
because they are going to
their third-straight Final Four,
and I think they have the best
coach in the country, Ben
Howland. And Memphis isn’t
that disciplined if you get in
their face with the defense,
and UCLA has that defense.
I think they are going to get
over that hump this year.”

“I think UCLA is
going to win the
tournament. They have
really good defense,
and that’s really what
wins tournaments, that
and depth at the guard
position, someone
to run the court and
experience.”

North Carolina Tar Heels
Tyler Hansbrough has been on fire for North Carolina, averaging
21 points and 9.5 rebounds per game in the tournament.
The Tar Heels have faced almost no competition, winning all of its
games by 10 points or more. Contributions have also been made by
guards Ty Lawson and Wayne Ellington and forward Danny Green.
They also pull down a lot of rebounds, averaging more than 43 per
game, most of them on the defensive side.
North Carolina won 32 games in one of the most challenging basketball conferences in the country, the Atlantic Coast Conference.
If its early losses to Duke and Maryland are any indication of how
to stop the Tar Heels, it’s by shooting well — both teams had good
shooting nights when they beat North Carolina.

Memphis Tigers
For a team that had an easy conference schedule, Memphis has stepped
up in a big way in the first four rounds of the NCAA tournament, handily
beating Texas and Michigan State to reach the Final Four.
Guards Chris Douglas-Roberts, who is averaging more than 20
points per game in the tournament, and Derrick Rose, who is averaging just below the same point mark, lead the Tigers. Teams will have to
contain one of the two to beat Memphis, since the Tigers aren’t getting
significant offensive contributions from anyone else.
The Tigers’ greatest shortcoming is their free-throw shooting, which
stands at 60 percent, far worse than any of the other remaining teams.

STEVE HARRIS
Junior, advertising

“I feel like Memphis is
going to win it because
they have more talent.
They have more seniors
and stuff like that.”

Kansas Jayhawks
DaShawn Wright
Sophomore, health science

Kansas is the most well-rounded team of the Final Four, with
seven players on the roster who average seven points per game or
more.
The Jayhawks also boast strong defensive stats, averaging almost
nine steals per game, six blocks per game, and are tied with Memphis
for the best assist-to-turnover ratio of the Final Four teams.
In the tournament, the Jayhawks turned up the heat defensively
on Stephen Curry and his Davidson squad to beat them in their Elite
Eight match-up.
No one on the roster has had a break-out game in the tournament,
but it hasn’t been needed — yet. While Kansas has consistently had
three scorers in double figures, it has yet to have a single player score
more than 20 points in a game during the tournament.

UCLA Bruins
Tyler Hansbrough has been on fire for North Carolina, averaging 21
points and 9.5 rebounds per game in the tournament.
The Tar Heels have faced almost no competition, winning all of its
games by 10 points or more. Contributions have also been made by
guards Ty Lawson and Wayne Ellington and forward Danny Green.
They also pull down a lot of rebounds, averaging more than 43 per
game, most of them on the defensive side.
North Carolina won 32 games in one of the most challenging basketball conferences in the country, the Atlantic Coast Conference.
If its early losses to Duke and Maryland are any indication of how
to stop the Tar Heels, it’s by shooting well — both teams had good
shooting nights when they beat North Carolina.

Final Four Schedule
Saturday
Memphis vs. UCLA
Tip-off 3:07 p.m. PDT

Kansas vs. North Carolina
Tip-off 5:47 p.m. PDT

Championship Game
Monday Night
Tip-off 9:11 p.m. EDT
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SPORTS COMMENTARY:

Is it already time to look ahead
to the 2009 MLB season?

By JESSE KIMBREL
Staff Writer

Major League Baseball opened its
season this week, and with the 162game season under way, Bay Area
fans could witness a combined 200
losses from the A’s and Giants.

The Giants:
No offense equals little success
As for the Giants, they are well on
their way to losing to the rival Dodgers 5-0 in their season opener, followed by a 2-3 loss Tuesday night.
Barry Zito got the nod on opening
day for the fourth-straight year even
though he has never won on opening
day in his career. The Giants have two
young pitchers, Matt Cain and Tim
Lincecum, who are much closer to
being aces than Zito is.
The morning after the first loss of
the season, I woke up to sports radio
talk show host Gary Radnich saying,
“I’ve got nothing bad to say about
Zito. I just don’t think he can pitch at
a high level anymore.”
If that’s the case, good thing he’s
only in the second year of his $126
million contract.
Zito is a former Cy Young Award
winner and has one of the best curveballs in the game. He brings a lot to
the team, but he’s probably the third
best pitcher on the staff, and the Giants need to recognize that.
The Giants have the deepest starting
rotation in the National League West,

which means if they can provide any
kind of run support for their pitchers
they have a chance to win the game.
As of Wednesday afternoon, the
Giants had scored two runs in 18
innings.
Cain and Lincecum have the talent to win 20 games each, but even if
they do, that still leaves a lot of games
up in the air to unproven players.
On offense the Giants lost “you
know who,” and, say what you want,
there’s nobody in the lineup who can or
will match his offensive production.
The Giants largest off-season acquisition via free agency was center
fielder Aaron Rowand.
Rowand played last season for the
Philadelphia Phillies, where he belted
27 home runs, drove in 89 runs and
held a .309 batting average.
He will be a solid player for the
Giants, but he doesn’t have much
help around him, and it will be interesting to see what he can do in a
lineup that doesn’t consist of players
such as Ryan Howard, Chase Utley
and Jimmy Rollins.
Forecast seems cloudy for the Giants this year, and they will end up
dead-last in a competitive division
with many good, young stars not
wearing a Giants uniform.

The A’s:
Spend money, or it’s last place
Across the Bay, things don’t look
any better for the A’s. In fact, they
look worse.
During the off-season, Mr. Money
Ball Billy Beane showed he had no
interest in spending any money as
usual, but he was eager to trade away
his two best players, outfielder Nick
Swisher and pitcher Dan Haren.
Swisher ended up with the Chicago White Sox and Haren was sent
packing to strengthen the Arizona

Diamondbacks’ starting rotation.
On behalf of Giants fans everywhere, thank you, Billy.
The good news for the A’s is
that they are in second place in the
American League West, and flamethrower Rich Harden looked good
in his season debut, striking out
nine Boston Red Sox players in six
innings for an A’s victory.
The A’s opened the season in Japan with a two-game series against
the Red Sox, a series they wound
up splitting.
Harden is a guy to keep an eye
on throughout the season, because
if he pitches up to his potential,
like he did in the opener — and in
Wednesday’s game — every game
he works is worth watching.
Being an A’s fan has its downs,
but it seems that every year right
before the playoffs the team full of
misfits marches through an entire
month without losing a game and
ruins the chances for other deserving teams to reach the playoffs.
What do you expect from an
Oakland sports team?
The problem for the A’s this
year won’t be the team, it will be
the other teams in their division.
The Angels and Mariners have
both improved from last season
by doing the opposite of the A’s
— spending lots of money on bigname players.
From the looks of it now, those
two teams will be battling it out for
first place all season long.
The A’s on the other hand will
be battling it out for second to last
place with the Texas Rangers.
If you’re planning on going to
a game in Oakland, try to make it
a night game early in the season
so you can skip it and walk across
the parking lot to catch a Warriors
playoff game.

SJSU Sports Weekend Schedule
BASEBALL

SOFTBALL

SJSU vs. Hawaii* at Municipal Stadium
6 p.m.
Friday, 4/4
Saturday, 4/5 Doubleheader 1 / 4:45 p.m.

SJSU @ Utah State*
Friday, 4/4
Saturday, 4/5

Sunday, 4/6

1 p.m.

WATER POLO
3 p.m.
12 p.m.

SJSU @ CSU Northridge*
12 p.m.
Saturday, 4/5
SJSU @ USC*
12 p.m.
Sunday, 4/6
* conference game
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OBIT Arya was ‘always very kind’
Continued from page 1
him,” she said, “he published an excellent article which had huge resonance. He received tons of calls and
letters, and he started an experiment,
which was very promising.”
Yiu, 25, said he worked with him
only in the undergraduate research
program.
“It was really surprising,” he said,
“because I never had any chance to
sit in any of his lectures, but from
what I heard is that he made sure
students understood what he was

teaching rather than blindly barreling through the lecture.”
Danny Olson, a physics graduate
student, agreed.
“I worked with him for about a
year on a project,” he said, “and he
was always very kind, and he actually seemed very concerned with
students’ well-being.”
Arya was born and raised in Punjab, India. He received his doctorate degree at Tata Institute of Fundamental Research in Mumbai. He
then completed his post-doctoral
work at the International Centre for

Theoretical Physics at the Pierre and
Marie Curie University in Paris.
“He was a great theoretical scientist,” Bahuguna said, “and he was
very knowledgeable about his field,
and it was wonderful to collaborate
with him.
“I would go to his office to have
tea with him,” he said, “and ever since
he left the university, I miss him.”
Professor Arya’s funeral services
will be held today at Oak Hill Funeral Home on 300 Curtner Ave. in
San Jose. The services will begin at
12:30 p.m.
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Professor recognized for role
in department re-accreditation
By KATE TAYLOR
Staff Writer

Marlene Turner, a professor of business organization and management at
SJSU, received the university’s Distinguished Service Award for 2007-08.
The award recognizes leadership
and service to the university, according to a news release from SJSU
President Don Kassing, and is one of
four faculty awards given each year.
“There are so many people who
make so many contributions to the
university in so many ways,” Turner
said. “It’s a privilege to be a part of
that group.”
Turner said she was notified of
the “tremendous honor” a couple of
weeks ago.
“President Kassing called and
asked me if I’d be willing to accept
the award,” she said.
The award specifically recognized
Turner’s involvement in the accreditation of the College of Business in
2006 by the Association to Advance
Collegiate Schools of Business.
“I actually sort of facilitated the
process,” Turner said.
Nancie Fimbel, interim dean for
the College of Business, said Turner
wrote the college’s self-study, which
took about a year to complete, for the
accreditation team.
INSIDE the

Daily

CRIME BLOTTER

TRAFFIC

An 18-year-old man was arrested
and booked for an investigation of
carrying a concealed weapon, possessing alcohol and driving without a valid license at Ninth and San
Fernando streets.
Wednesday, March 26 at 12:58 a.m.

WARRANT

A 41-year-old man was cited

“She smiled all the way through at SJSU since 1987 and served as
it,” Fimbel said. “She wrote a won- interim chair for the Department of
derful report that made us shine ac- Organization and Management for
nine months in 2006.
creditation team came to visit.”
Turner’s term in that position overThere are 554 U.S. colleges of
business in the accredited by the as- lapped with the research and writing of
sociation, Turner said, which is one the accreditation’s self-study, Fimbel
of the highest achievements a col- said, but she was effective in working
with faculty to make the process run
lege can earn.
“I think the entire college pulled effectively and efficiently.
“She’s particularly well cut out
together in the most amazing way to
for doing that kind
make that happen,”
of work because
Turner said. “I’m
what she teaches is
thrilled that we rehow to work well
ceived that honor.”
with a team,” FimAbdel El-Shaieb,
bel said. “She not
interim
associate
only knows about
dean for the college,
the theory, but she
said he was part of
can use it.”
the team that nomiTurner has renated Turner for the
ceived other awards
award and said she
ABDEL EL-SHAIEB
and honors, both
took care of the entire
Interim associate dean
Fimbel and Elaccreditation process
for the College of Business
Shaieb said, which is
“from A to Z.”
“If it were not for Professor Turner,” proof she is an asset to the college.
“She not only taught,” Fimbel said,
El-Shaieb said, “I believe the college
“but she won the Outstanding Graduwould not have been re-accredited.”
The association re-accredits busi- ate Professor award in the College of
ness colleges every five years, and Business, and in the same year she
Turner said SJSU has maintained ac- won the Best Researcher award.”
creditation at least since she has been
Kassing will present Turner with
teaching.
the service award April 30 at the NinthShe has been teaching organi- Annual Faculty Service Recognition
zational behavior and management and Awards Ceremony luncheon.

“If it were not for

Professor (Marlene)
Turner, I believe the
college would not have
been re-accredited.

”

and released for investigation
of an outstanding misdemeanor
warrant at Fifth and San Salvador
streets.

on suspicion of possessing drug
paraphernalia and investigation of
outstanding warrants at Seventh
and William streets.

Thursday, March 27 at 9:48 a.m.

Friday, March 28 at 1:01 a.m.

WARRANT

DRIVING UNDER THE
INFLUENCE

A 23-year-old man was arrested
for investigation of an outstanding
misdemeanor warrant at Seventh
and San Salvador streets.
Thursday, March 27 at 5:14 p.m.

DRUGS

A 29-year-old man was arrested

Classifieds
EMPLOYMENT
DELIVERY DRIVERS Party
rental business. Perfect for
students. Earn up to $250 every weekend. Must have reliable truck or van. Heavy lifting
is required. 408 292-7876
THE OLD SPAGHETTI FACTORY We are currently hiring
for P/ T positions. We offer a
great working environment
with day & evening shifts for
responsible & energetic people. Apply in person 2:30 to
4:00 Wed-Fri. We are located
in San Pedro Square

UNDERCOVER
SHOPPERS

Earn up to $70 per day. Undercover Shoppers needed to
judge retail and dining establishments. EXP. Not RE. CALL
800-722-4791

DOWNTOWN NIGHTCLUB
looking for security staff, no
experience needed.please call
if interested (408)838-0393
$$ GOT SPERM? $$ -Palo
Alto. Up to $1100/ month.
MEN wanted for California
Cryobank’s sperm donor program. APPLY ONLINE: www.
SPERMBANK.com

ATTENTION SPARTANS Welcome back! Are you looking for
part-time/ full-time work to help
you get through the school semester? Well, look no further.
Corinthian Parking Services
is looking for valet parking attendants for our local shopping malls, hotels and private
events. We will work around
your school schedule.
Requirements for an interview:
* Valid California Class C license
* Current DMV printout
* Responsible, well-groomed
and punctual.
* EXCLT CUST SERVICE
If you qualify, please call Kyle
408-981-5894 or Rick 408593-9612 for an interview.

ARE YOU READY TO CUT
THROUGH THE CROWD? To
stand out? To show the “real
world” what you’re made of?
*****************************
An Internship with VECTOR
can offer you REAL pay, flexibility, and opportunities for
advancement. No cubicle, no
copy machine. Just the chance
to earn professional experience
in a rewarding environment
that offers you the flexibility
you need and the resposnsibilty you deserve. Watch for
us on-campus throughout the
semester, or CALL 866-1100 9
a.m. - 5 p.m. www.workforstudents.com/ sjsu
*****************************

DAYCARE TEACHERS AND AIDES

Action Day Primary Plus seeking Infant, Toddler, and Preschool Teachers and Aides.
F/ T and P/ T positions available. Substitute positions are
also available that offer flexible
hours. ECE units are required
for teacher positions but not
req. for Aide and Day Care positions. Excellent opportunity
for Child Development majors.
Please call Shawna for an interview at 247-6972 or fax resume to 248-7350.
PRINT MODELS Creative
glamor and art models (F)
needed for top-quality naturallight photos. Pay/trade. Will
train. Call with experience and
fee info. (408)247-8779
BE A DELL CAMPUS REP
Promote a top 30 company
and gain real-world business
and marketing experience!
Go to RepNation.com/Dell to
apply

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WE USED TO BE SO TIGHT
and lately you’ve been distant.
I see you around but you never
have time for me anymore. Remember all the hot and sweaty
times we had? Let’s give it another try. We can take it slow at
first... I know it’s been awhile.
Want to give me another shot?
If so, leave me a message or
drop me a line. 312-637-9369
or RunningLovesYou@gmail.
com

SERVICES
NOTARY PUBLIC Downtown
San Jose at 4th & St. John. 2
blocks from campus. 115 N. 4th
Street #125. 408-286-2060
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair
PC Data Recovery Remove Virus Bring this AD for 10% OFF
(408)469-5999

DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services advertised below nor is there any
guarantee implied. The classified columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and
offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain advertisements in these columns
may refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.
Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these further contacts, they should
require complete information before sending money for goods or services. In addition, readers
should carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons for discount vacations
or merchandise.

CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces. Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line. The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 spaces.
A minimum of three lines is required. Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS: 1
2
3
4
RATE: $10.00 $15.00 $20.00 $25.00
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE.
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
• RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY. •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID. • NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount. Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 am to 3pm STUDENT ID REQUIRED. Rate applies to student’s individual ads only. Not
intended for businesses and/or other persons. Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com

A 39-year-old man was arrested
on suspicion of driving under the
influence, an oustanding misdemeanor warant and investigation
of a parole violation at First and
San Fernando streets.
Monday, March 31 at 12:24 a.m.
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thespartandaily.com online poll
How do you feel about
the upcoming A.S. elections?
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The next Kennedy? I think not
LINDSAY BRYANT
Column What You Want
When I was a kid, the last job I wanted in the world was president of the
United States.
Instead, I dreamt of days spent as a
librarian-slash-spy.
I wanted to hide amid the shelves and
read every book, then take breaks to solve
mysteries, piece clues together and write
it all down in my black and white Mead
notebooks.
I kept journals since around the age
of 9, and while looking through one over
spring break, I happened upon a folded
school worksheet stuffed inside the notebook. The header read something like:
“The unusual similarities between Lincoln and Kennedy.”
The similarities are few and far between, despite what the third-grade curriculum may have alluded to, but it did
make me think about the comparison of
Kennedy to Barack Obama.
The media have generously cast
Obama as the “next Kennedy” — a man
who can inspire change in this country.
And I believe that’s true. If Obama
is president, the country will not be the
same as it is now. But how far can inspiration and identity take us — a country

whose economy is nearing a recession,
becoming more dependent each day on
foreign oil and still occupying Iraq? The
experience is not there, and it’s not something his magnetism can hide behind.
The man is inspirational. He drips of
charisma and confidence. And I believe
that he believes in what he says.
But Barack Hussein Obama is no John
Fitzgerald Kennedy.
Ted Sorensen, a speechwriter for both
Kennedy and Obama, has constructed
some of the most
repeated and inspiring rhetoric I’ve ever
heard.
When the library
at my elementary
school, where I spent
most recesses, got
computer
versions
of Encarta Encyclopedia, I sidelined my
spying to watch the
videos on Encarta.
Kennedy’s “Ask
not what your country can do for you … ”
speech almost makes you ache; it garners
a sense of pride, maybe as an American
and certainly as a person listening to a
powerful speaker. His voice and his delivery made you pay attention.
But BHO is no JFK.
Kennedy backed up his gift of gab with
experience. There was a U.S. president
behind the podium who was entrenched
in American politics, as an employee of
the American government since the age of
29, and who with each task was building
toward the climax of delivering speeches.

Letter
to the editor
SJSU, thank you for standing up
When our chapter of Alpha Phi Omega at
Purdue University lost a brother this year due
to complications with leukemia, our members
decided to improve our planned blood drive, a
tradition since 1951, by expanding it and including a bone marrow drive. Our strongest supporters for this cause came from the Queer Student
Resource Center and the LGBT community.
We had known for a long time that homosexual men were not allowed to donate to blood
drives, but we were assured by the local representatives of the National Bone Marrow Donor
Program that they would be allowed to become
registered donors. Much to our chagrin, when
the drive opened, the members of their community were turned away en masse due to a recent
FDA memo.
Upon researching this problem, I discovered that your university has, in protest to the
FDA practices, banned blood drives from your
campus. While we at Purdue have taken a different approach, writing letters of protest to the
FDA and the NBMD, I was pleased, and frankly
proud, that a university protested unfair practices
and protected its students from discrimination,
even when our own government does not.
I thank your university for its actions, and
I implore all Spartans who believe that practices
that discriminate against the gay and lesbian community should be stopped to please research the
FDA ban and contact your local representatives to
protest unfair policies within the government.
-Neil Hudelson
President, Alpha Phi Omega, Purdue University

Obama, who if he wins will become
the second youngest president, was 35
when he began his two-term stint as the
U.S. senator for Illinois and 12 years in
politics.
Kennedy ran in the 1960 presidential
race 14 years after his first service as a
U.S. Congressman.
It’s a two-year difference, so it’s nothing. But the experience of Kennedy is not
that of Obama.
Kennedy was a decorated World War II
veteran. He grew up
in a political family.
His father was ambassador to the United Kingdom. And he
traveled to countries
critical to the American political system
and the tumult of the
era. Kennedy went
to the Soviet Union,
Romania,
Turkey,
Palestine,
Lebanon, Syria, Greece,
France, Germany, Italy and Czechoslovakia as a 20-something. As a young reporter, pre-Washington, he covered the development meeting of the United Nations for
the Chicago Herald-American, writing 17
pieces for the newspaper.
Barack spent his political career in
Chicago. He did live in Indonesia for four
years as a child, a country not particularly
important to U.S. foreign policy, and is a
chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations
Committee/Subcommittee on Europe. Although Obama’s travels around Europe
have been questioned vehemently by

Ted Sorensen, both
Kennedy and Obama’s
speechwriter,
has constructed
some of the most
repeated and inspiring
rhetoric I’ve ever heard.

political bloggers Arianna Huffington of
the Huffington Post and Steve Clemons
from the Washington Note.
Barack was asked in December, “Has
(he) been to Europe more than once?”
The question, posed by the Iowa Independent Web site, was met with: “Yes, he is
well-traveled.”
And that was the last of it. That media
outlet, and others, requested more information. He has yet to publicly address his
travel experience in terms of visiting foreign nations or dealings with them. He’s
been asked to provide a list from his passport about his travel, and he has not.
Maybe it’s not high on his priority list.
Maybe whether he’s traveled to Europe or
North Africa or the Middle East or China
makes no difference in his vision.
But BHO is no JFK.
It’s just not there. You cannot stuff a
decade’s worth of experience abroad and
studying foreign relations, military and
politics into the next eight months.
Yes, he is inspirational; and not simply because he could be our nation’s first
black president. The man has the ability
to move people, and move them to vote
in November.
But when it comes to running our nation, one that was run by gut instinct for
the past eight years, I can’t trust intuition
over experience.

“Column What You Want” appears
the first and third Thursday of the month.
Lindsay Bryant is the Spartan Daily
managing editor.

Death: You can’t deny it,
so why not embrace it?
By KATE TAYLOR
Staff Writer

I am a seriously morbid person.
I have an unusual obsession with
death.
Images that normally cause people
to turn away or feel nauseated grab hold
of my interest and have me searching
for them on Google and Encyclopedia
Dramatica, aptly called “Wikipedia’s
evil twin” by a blogger.
There is a farm in Knoxville, Tenn.,
where dead human bodies are spread

I still jump at the
chance to witness
death or talk to those
who are near it.
out over 3 acres of land and studied in
their various stages of decomposition.
This is where I want to go on my
next vacation.

The realization of my morbidity
came after I took one particular class
here at San Jose State, and since then,
the proof has been inescapable.
When I saw, as a sophomore, that
one of my general education classes
had the words “death” and “dying” in
the title, I set my cell phone alarm to
the exact date and minute I could begin
enrollment.
The class involved books about cultural perceptions of death, discussions
about religious beliefs and speakers
from religious sects.
We wrote our own wills, filled out
do-not-resuscitate forms, planned our
own funerals and reflected on time
spent at cemeteries.
I would peruse mydeathspace.com in
my spare time, fascinated by life’s ability to yank a soul from its body and cause
immense grief to those still living.
It may be abnormal to say so, but
I loved it.
A couple years later, I still jump at
the chance to witness death or talk to
those who are near it.
When a friend of mine went to medical school in Chicago, I asked her to
send me videos and pictures of the cadavers her class dissected.
In action or horror flicks, my favorite parts end up being the ones in which

someone gets decapitated or loses a
limb — the bloodier, the better.
My family experienced quite a few
deaths in the past year, and at each funeral, I hoped there would be an open
casket.
As inappropriate as that is, it is actually what I felt.
I’m not sure what my fascination
with death is, but I think it has something to do with the fact that death
is a constant.
Death, as the saying goes, is the only
thing one can really count on life to follow through with, besides taxes.
I am going to die one day — maybe
today or maybe in 30 years. The point
is, it’s going to happen to everyone
eventually.
An article in the September 2006
edition of Discover Magazine stated
that an estimated 100 billion humans
have died since the beginning of
the species.
It’s comforting to know that so
many have gone before me and that
billions will continue to die after I have
my turn.
It’s not as though I can’t wait for my
own death — I still have things I want
to do while I have life — but I’m looking forward to the experience, if there’s
anything to experience.
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MICHAEL RIZZO
This Queer Life
Remember those first grade testing days, when
we’d get to spend hours coloring in all the tiny little
dots on the Scantron? Standardized, multiple-choice
intelligence queries that could magically tell you
how smart you were.
You’d get a series of shapes, then pick what comes
next in the pattern. This is to this as that is to that. If
Sally is older than Johnny, and Tommy is younger
than Johnny, who’s older — Sally or Tommy?
We were about 6 the first time we saw a picture of
three apples and an orange.
“One of these is unlike the others and does not
belong,” they said.
And you got a higher IQ if you knew that “different” was wrong.
The orange’s name was Henry. He had grown up
in that bowl, the lone orange, with no other oranges around. And since apples were all he ever knew,
Henry denied he was even an orange at all.
“I’m no different from you,” he’d say to the apples, who wouldn’t let Henry forget.
“Go peel yourself, and find something to rhyme
with, you sun kisser,” they’d snicker.
At his weakest, Henry would shout at the top of
his pulp, “If I’m not an apple, I’m no fruit at all,” because Henry had learned that “different” was wrong.
I’ve been there.

Since apples were all
he ever knew,
Henry denied he was even
an orange at all.
During recess one day, I decided to play Barbies
with a girl in my class because ... well, I don’t know.
I played Ken. She played Barbie. We strapped on
our Rollerblades, hopped in the Jeep, took a cruise
down to Malibu and sipped soda under the trees.
Life in plastic — it’s fantastic.
I basked in the hot, beach sun until a boy who ran
by, action hero in hand, chasing after a remote-controlled army tank, interrupted my tan.
“Look at the prissy fag,” he said. “Where’s your
dress?”
Oranges are different from apples, I thought. So I
guess everything “different” is wrong.
Apples are red, but oranges are not. Gay men kiss
guys, but straight men do not. This is to this as that is
to that, and abracadabra, voila: “Different.”
One sad day, Henry took a look in the mirror.
What he saw, well, it wasn’t an apple.
“I’m no different from you,” Henry said to himself
as he held back his sobs. “And if I’m not an apple,
I’m no fruit at all.”
The next morning, he juiced himself.
And that’s the story of Henry, the orange who was
unlike the others and did not belong. He took his own
life because somebody told him that “different” was
wrong.
“This Queer Life” appears in print the first
and third Thursday of the month and online every
Thursday. Michael Rizzo is the Spartan Daily project
manager.
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OPINION PAGE POLICY
Letters to the editor may be placed
in the letters to the editor box in the
Spartan Daily office in Dwight Bentel
Hall, Room 209, sent by fax to (408)
924-3282, e-mailed to spartandaily@
casa.sjsu.edu or mailed to the Spartan Daily Opinion Editor, School of
Journalism and Mass Communications, San Jose State University, One
Washington Square, San Jose, CA
95112-0149.
Letters to the editor must contain
the author’s name, address, phone
number, signature and major. Letters
become property of the Spartan
Daily and may be edited for clarity,
grammar, libel and length. Only
letters of 300 words or less will be
considered for publication.
Published opinions and advertisements do not necessarily reflect
the views of the Spartan Daily, the
School of Journalism and Mass
Communications or SJSU.
The Spartan Daily is a public forum.

Daily
QUOTE OF THE DAY

“If you are out there ...
you might feel like ‘Wow,’
but when you are there,
there’s not really
anything else you can do.
I feel I did what I had to.”
SABA SOHAIL
Seventeen-year-old San Jose girl who chased
off a man who allegedly raped her neighbor.
Sohail, wielding two kitchen knives, also may
have rescued her neighbor’s 2-year-old son
from the alleged rapist.
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Students serve as health educators in Mexico
For four days, the SJSU group
taught local students, ranging from
ages 6 to18, about oral health, sexual
Ten SJSU students, two profes- health and immigration.
sors and two alumni decided to pack
The SJSU students taught the
their bags and head to Oaxaca, Mexi- youngest children about oral health,
co, for spring break to teach students and the teenage boys and girls were
about health education.
split up to learn about sexual health
The SJSU group had to pay for and immigration.
their own way since the trip was unThe other three days were open
official.
for the group to experience the cul“It was totally an informal trip,” ture of Oaxaca.
said SJSU alumnus German Blanco.
SJSU students were able to go
“It was a group of students who all to Oaxaca in 2006 and 2008, but
know each other, and
the students’ safety
we went down there
could have been
to work on some
jeopardized in 2007
health education.”
due to political ralIt was the third
lies, Blanco said.
trip to Oaxaca that
Health science
the health science
department
chair
program has done
Kathleen Roe reand the second time
turned to Oaxaca in
students have been
2007 and brought
APRIL ALLGROVE
Senior, health science major
able to go.
Blanco with her.
Senior health sciRoe said she was
ence major Howard Sanders said he happy the students were able to go on
had wanted to travel for a while and the trip this year.
thought this trip would be a great op“I have never had such a wonderportunity.
ful time with our students,” Roe said.
“Not only did I get to see things “I was so proud of them as health
for myself, but we were helping educators and as representatives of
people so it was that much more re- our campus, even though we were
warding,” Sanders, 23, said. “It was not official. They have so much pride
the best thing I have ever done in my in San Jose State.”
life. That’s how incredible it was.”
Blanco said he was delighted to
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“It was probably the

most meaningful thing
I have ever done
in my life .

”

TOP RIGHT: Health
science alumnus
Andrew Cheng and
senior Nathan
McKenzie play with
Arrazola resident
Edson Aragon before
an oral health session.
LEFT: Health science
senior Howard Sanders
with Arrazola resident
Kevin Aragon.
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go back this year.
“I totally loved it,”
he said. “I’m originally from Mexico, so
it’s always good to go
back.”
Blanco, a health
science major who
graduated in May
2006, stayed in the
city of Oaxaca along
with students and professors.
They visited the
small town of Arrazola every day to teach
students about health
education.
Senior health science major April Allgrove said her experience was extremely
fulfilling.
“It was probably
the most meaningful
thing I have ever done
in my life,” Allgrove, 22, said. “We
taught health education, but we
learned just as much as they did, if
not more.”
Allgrove, who is also a sociology minor, said she knew she had
to go on this trip after missing two
trips with the sociology department
to New Orleans.
“Dr. Roe had given presentations
in class about Oaxaca,” Allgrove
said. “When she told me about it
I absolutely knew that I had to go,
and it was the best decision I’ve
ever made.”
Blanco said he thought the trip
was successful and enjoyable for
the SJSU group as well as the people in Oaxaca.
“We were all really emotional
when it was time to say goodbye,”
Blanco said. “I’m totally looking
forward to going again.”
Roe said she hopes this annual
trip to Oaxaca will become official
for SJSU in the future.
“We are now at the point where
we need to formalize it,” Roe said.
“We are unofficially representing
our community so well.”
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those people.”
A pair of graduate occupational
therapy students, Choi Chio and
Candy Wong, attended the forum
also because of a professor’s announcement.
“We came to see what’s happening and how we could help,” Wong,
28, said.
Only one of the members of Associated Students, SJSU’s student
government, spoke at the meeting — the A.S. President Benjamin
Henderson.
“I wanted to accomplish showing
how the cuts to the CSU would affect
access to students,” Henderson said.

